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SUBJECT: NEW INDONESIAN AMBASSADOR TO SINGAPORE 

1 . RETIRING INDONESIAN AMBASSADOR RUKMITO HENDRANINGRAT 
TOLD ME MARCH 17 THAT HE HAD JUST REQUESTED AGREMENT FROM 
SINGAPORE GOVERNMENT FOR HIS SUCCESSOR, WHO IS PRESENTLY 
ASSIGNED AS INDONESIAN AMBASSADOR TO AUSTRALIA. NEW 
AMBASSADOR EXPECTED TO ARRIVE IN SINGAPORE IN JUNE OR 
JULY FOLLOWING LEAVE, WHICH WILL PROBABLY INCLUDE VISIT 

TO U.S. TO SEE SON STUDYING IN COLLEGE. 

2. COMMENT: APPOINTMENT OF NEW INDONESIAN AMBASSADOR 

TO SINGAPORE APPEARS TO INDICATE SMOOTHING OVER IN SINGAPORE- 
INDONESIAN POLITICAL TENSIONS CAUSED BY SINGAPORE'S 
ABSTENTION ON U.N. VOTE REGARDING TIMOR. WE HAD HEARD 
HERE THAT PRESIDENT SUHARTO WAS SUFFICIENTLY IRRITATED 
OVER THIS ABSTENTION TO RULE OUT REPLACEMENT OF RETIRING 
INDONESIAN AMBASSADOR, AND TO LEAVE EMBASSY IN SINGAPORE 
UNDER A CHARGE FOR INDEFINITE PERIOD OF TIME. GOOD 
ATMOSPHERICS AT ASEAN SUMMIT IN BALI MAY HAVE HELPED TO 
BRING ABOUT CHANGE IN SUHARTO'S ATTITUDE. 
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